Travellers in India

Portlngalies at their first coming and discovery
of India were oftentimes deceyved by him, they
resorted to the King of Cochin, who (as then)
was subject to the Samoriin, being of small
power* But when the Portingals began to Pros-
per and'to get possession in the country, and so
become maisters of the sea, Calecut beganne to
decay, and to lose both name and traffique, and
now at this time it is one of the townes of least
account in all Malabar, and Cochin to the con-
trarie, their king being very rich and richer than
the Samoriin. . . ."* Apparently when the Por-
tuguese first reached India, the Malabar coast
comprised  a  series  of independent  or semi-
independent states, overshadowed both by the
power of Vijayanagar and by the wealthy city of
Calicut. In Linschoten's time the situation was
still the same save that the power of the Hindu
kingdom was broken, while Cochin  and not
Calicut was now " primus inter pares." Lins-
choten quotes a story of a certain Ceruman
Perumal, a king of Malabar, who in 350 A.D., he
alleges,   departed  on  a  pilgrimage,   dividing
up  his kingdom among Cochin,  Cannanore,
Quilon, and other towns, but leaving Calicut
supreme. So,  says Linschoten, they have re-
mained to this day, save that Cochin is exalted
at the expense of Calicut. Other remarks follow
on Ceylon and the Cingalese, the Coromandel

* p. 68 of the Hale. Soc. Edition of Linschotea's travels, the text of
whichis the old English translation of r 598.
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